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[£ These White Walls Could Talk

fvou put a group of engineers, a bunch of law enforcem ent

officialz and one L5, senator in a room together, whar do vou

get? Mo, not an innovative, FDPL-appr-:uved way to eat a
doughrst. You get a police car you can talk to.

Froject b4 came out of discussions that started in 1 996 between
the New Hampshire Department of Safety and TTNH engineers.
Five years later, 160 police cruisers have been outfitted. Mo that
anadditional 372 million—for atotal of $21 8 million— has been
secured with the assimtance of Sen. Judd Gregg [RNH} the
project will be able to equip hundreds more, " We are matalling

our syetem inabout 30 cars per month,” says project lead engineer
Bill Lenhanth ‘745G, "TRG, director of the LTNH Research
Computing Center. A total of 400 cars will be cutfitted by the
wear = end, with an additional 1 10 scheduled for 2005

The project’s technology provides an integrated networlk of
wolce-activated commands, For ecample, an officer con start the
siren, callhome base on theradio snd turn on aradar gon widoot
takirys eves off the road or honds off the wheel. This sirmmeer, the
data-wntegration component will be finished, providing officers with
high-apeed wireess dara access via VIHE radio data channels
and network conmections.

When State Police Sat. hark Liebl first heard of Projea 54,
he thousht he was reading a script to 2 Budk B opers movie, All
he could say was, “Can vou do 17" Four vears later, Lishl is a
convvert, © Theyhave more than proven themselves, ” hesays, And
when Liebl takes his car to industry shows, officers from all over
the couttry damor to learn more ahout the technology, which is
happening orly in New Hampshire, * Once the initial “Wow'
factor wears off,” says Liehl, " they want to know how we did it."

They did it with alot of collaboration, not only from engineers
and law enforcement officials, bt also nearly 30 students, both
graduate and undergraduate, who have worked on the projec .
“Ifany students have wsed the work to provide material for their
theses," says Lenharth. “And many underpraduates decide to
=tay onthe project to complete their M5, degrees.”

— Ltibet Moare Chase ‘81, 026
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